
 
U.S. EPA Sustainable Materials Management Program – Partnering with 

State of Texas Alliance for Recycling (STAR) and City of Austin 

 
 

 

 
 

February 25 – 26, 2013 

Agenda Day 1: 9:00am – 5:00pm 

Time Topic Speaker 

8:00am -9:00am Registration  

9:00am – 9:30 am Welcome Maia Corbitt 

State of Texas Alliance for 

Recycling, Executive Director 

 

Bob Gedert  

City of Austin  

Director Resource Recovery 

9:30am – 11:15am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Remarks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainable Materials Management – Effectively 

Managing Materials for a Better Tomorrow  

 

 

 

 

Leading by Example – A Federal Green Challenge 

Experience 

Steve Vargo 

Associate Director 

Pesticides, Toxics and 

Underground Storage Tanks 

EPA – Region 6 

 

 

Sandra Connors 

Deputy Director  

EPA Office of Resource 

Conservation and Recovery 

 

 

Col. Tracy Norris 

TX Army National Guard 

 

 Lunch – Sponsored by Austin Resource Recovery 

11:30am – 12:30pm 

 

 

 SMM Works! 

12:30pm – 3:15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Track 1 
Discover and Share Local Successes 

        

 Zero Waste 

Introduction – Doug Cornell 

 

Experiences Implementing Zero Waste 

Goals            

Arkadelphia, AR, R6 Zero Waste Pilot 

Project - Jimmy Bolt 

Austin, TX- Bob Gedert 

Track 2 
Federal Collaboration 

 

 Federal Green Challenge 
Introduction - Joyce Stubblefield-R6 

 

Experiences with the challenge 

 

EPA Region 6 - Julia Alderete-R6 

 

TX Military Forces- Dr.Valerie Stein  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Waste Minimization 

NM Recycling Coalition - English Bird 

Fort Worth – Debbie Branch 

DFW Airport - Ryan Spicer 

 

 

 Food Recovery 

Introduction, Golam Mustafa R6      

      

Challenges and experiences 

implementing food recovery  programs 

 

Quest Recycling 

Aramak – University of Houston partner 

  

Municipal Organics Collection Pilot 

Austin - Bob Gedert 

 

NASA/Houston efforts- Laurie Patterson- NASA 

 

 

 

 

 

 Electronics 

Introduction - Stephen Sturdivant – R6 

 

 

USPS Federal Electronics Recycling Program - 

Charles Vega-USPS 

 

 

 

 

3:30pm – 4:45pm Panel Discussion 

 SMM Collaborations that Work!  

     North TX Stewardship Forum – City of Denton 

DFW Airport 

State of Texas Alliance for Recycling 

EPA 

 

 

 

Katherine Barnett 

Ryan Spicer 

Maia Corbitt 

Jim Yarbrough 

4:45pm -5:00pm 

 

5:00pm – 6:30pm 

Wrap-up 

 

STAR Hosted Networking Reception 

 

 

 

AGENDA DAY 2: 8:30am – 12:00pm 

   

8:30am -10:30am SMM Works 

Building the tools and data necessary to help create jobs, 

markets and support needed infrastructure. This session will 

explore opportunities to work together to create a system of 

success.  

 Measurements 

Overview and discussion of challenges 

     

 

 

 Region 4 Measurement Pilot  

 

 

 

 

 TX Recycling Data Initiative Project 

 

 

 

 Thinking Regionally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Vance 

EPA Acting Chief Materials 

Conservation and Recycling 

Branch 

 

Dee Rogers-Smith 

EPA Region 4 

 

 

 

Maia Corbitt, Executive 

Director STAR 

 

 

Open Discussion 

 

 



 

10:30 – 10:45 Break  

10:45am – 

11:45pm 

It’s All About Data Management! 

EPA tools and resources that are available to help manage 

and analyze data. 

 

Ron Vance 

EPA Acting Chief Materials 

Conservation and Recycling 

Branch 

 Wrap-up   

12:00 pm Day 2 Adjourn  

 


